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TEXAS STATE VITA

I. Academic/Professional Background

A. Name: ​Lori Czop Assaf




Title: Full Professor 
B. Educational Background

	Degree
	Year
	University
	Major
	Thesis/Dissertation

	Ph. D.
	2003
	The University of Texas at Austin
	Curriculum and Instruction Specialization in Literacy
	“The Authoring of Self: Looking at Preservice Teachers’ Professional Identities as Reflected in an Online Environment”



	M. Ed.
	1996
	The University of Texas at Austin
	Curriculum and Instruction with Reading Major
	

	B. A.
	1988
	University of San Diego


	Diversified Liberal Arts and 

K-8 Teaching Certification
	


C. University Experience

	Position
	University
	Dates

	Full Professor
	Texas State University
	2014- current

	Elementary Program Coordinator
	Texas State University
	2014-2024

	Associate Professor
	Texas State University
	2009- 2014

	Assistant Professor 
	Texas State University
	2003-2009

	Director Central Texas Writing Project
	Texas State University
	2008- 2016

	Reading Program Graduate Student Advisor
	Texas State University
	2007- 2014

	Graduate Research Assistant

Assistant Instructor


	The University of Texas at Austin
	1998-2003


D. Relevant Professional Experience

	Position
	Entity
	Dates

	Reading Specialist / Reading Recovery Teacher Sixth Grade Reading & Language Arts Teacher

Reading and Language Arts Department Chair
	Carrollton Farmers Branch ISD, Carrollton, Texas
	1995-1998

	Reading Specialist

Reading Recovery Teacher
	Austin ISD, Austin, Texas
	1993-1995

	1st and 3rd Grade Teacher 

Lead Teacher
	Department of Defense Dependent Schools-Germany
	 1991-1993

	1st and 2nd Grade Teacher

Teacher Consultant National Writing Project

2nd Grade Lead Teacher and Member of the School Leadership Committee
	Spring Branch ISD, Houston, Texas
	1988-1991


E. Other Professional Credentials (licensure, certification, etc.)

California Elementary Education PK thru 8 (Lifetime certificate obtained in 1988)

Texas Elementary Education Self-Contained Grades PK-6th (Lifetime certificate obtained 1988)

Texas Reading Specialist Grades PK-12 (Lifetime certificate obtained in 1995)

Texas ESL Education PK-6 (Lifetime certification obtained in 1995)

II.  TEACHING
A. Teaching Awards and Honors

What’s Next: Charting Your Path, Texas State University (2025)

ESCALA Fellow & Certificate in College Teaching and Learning in HSI (2022)
Alpha Chi Favorite Professors for Spring (2021)

Alpha Chi Favorite Professors for Spring (2019)
Service-Learning Fellow, Texas State University (2017)

Alpha Delta Pi Outstanding Educator (2015)

Presidential Distinction Award for Teaching College Achievement (2014)

Presidential Distinction Award for Teaching College Achievement (2013)
Common Experience Program Award 2012-2013: A Global Odyssey: Exploring Our Connections to the Changing World (Competed against 6 other common experience proposals. University and community recognition and impact.)

Texas State University Global Institute 2012 & 2013 (Attended institute, transformed course syllabi, served as panelist and presenter for university wide members.)

Texas State University Faculty Fellow Service-Learning Award, 2010-2011 (One of six proposals awarded university wide. Yearlong teaching and research essential to this award.)

Multicultural Curriculum Transformation and Research Institute Texas State University, 2008 (Attended institute, transformed two courses, served as guest speaker and mentor for institute.)

Presidential Distinction Award for Teaching College Achievement, 2006 (College level representative. First teaching award since starting at Texas State in 2003.)

Teaching and Learning Excellence Professional Development, 2003-2004

DODDS-Germany Reading Teacher Teaching Award, 1993

B.  Courses Taught

Graduate Courses
RDG 5340
Connecting Reading and Writing

RDG 5363
Literacy as Sociocultural Practice

CI 7353 
Beginning Qualitative Analysis and Design

RDG 6336
Reading Specialist Internship: Teacher Research

RDG 5320 
Foundations of Literacy

RDG 7307a
New Literacies

CI 7386 
Directed Research 
RDG 5380 
Independent Study in Reading Research

CI 5375 
Problems in Elementary Education 
RDG 5370 
Community Literacy

RDG 5336
Reading Specialist Internship: Teacher Research

RDG 5340 
Integrating Reading and Writing (CTWP)

CI 5312 
Elementary Language Arts: Current Trends

CI 5363
Strategies for Improving Secondary Teaching 

RDG 5331 
Literacy Methods for Linguistically and Culturally Diverse Students

CI 5330 
Multicultural Teaching and Learning 

RDG 5345 
Classroom Diagnostic-Prescriptive Reading Instruction  
RDG 5322 
Reading and Writing in Elementary and Middle School

RDG 5380
Independent Research Study

Undergraduate Courses
RDG 3321
Literacy Instruction EC-6

RDG 3315
Literacy Assessment EC-6

RDG 3320 
Integrating Reading and Writing

EDST 4380 
Student Teaching Residency
EDST 4381
Student Teaching Residency

CI 4325 
Classroom Management and Building Relationships
RDG 4380 
Independent Study in Reading Instruction
CI 3332 
Bilingual and ESL Foundations 
RDG 4310
Content Area Reading

RDG 4320  
Literacy Education for Culturally and Linguistically Diverse Children

RDG 3312 
Reading and Writing for Children with Special Needs

CI 3322
Curriculum Development and Instruction

B. Graduate Thesis/Dissertations or Exit Committees
LeBlanc, Michelle, Reading Masters Exam Curriculum and Instruction, Texas State University (Chair) 2025

Peeples, Cesily, Doctoral Dissertation Committee CLAS, Lori Assaf (Committee Member) 2022-Current.
Young, Rebecca, Reading Masters Exam Curriculum and Instruction, Texas State University (Chair) 2024

Morrow, Patricia Reading Masters Exam Curriculum and Instruction, Texas State University (Committee Member) 2024
DeSpain, Kailee, Reading Masters Exam Curriculum and Instruction, Texas State University (Committee Member) 2023.
Nichols, Kristen Reading Masters Exam Curriculum and Instruction, Texas State University (Committee Member) 2023.

Altman, Lexi, Reading Masters Exam Curriculum and Instruction, Texas State University (Chair) 2022.
Escobar, Lyndsey, Reading Masters Exam Curriculum and Instruction, Texas State University (Committee Member) 2022.

Rolfe, Gabriella. Reading Masters Exam Curriculum and Instruction, Texas State University (Committee Member) 2022

Condon, Kristen, Reading Masters Exam Curriculum and Instruction, Texas State University (Chair) 2021
Hoff, Meagan Doctoral Dissertation Committee Developmental Education, Lori Assaf (Committee Member) 2018-2020
Bohls, Tess, Reading Masters Exam Curriculum and Instruction, Texas State University. Lori Assaf (Committee Member). 2019

Conde-Holman, Griselda, Reading Masters Exam Curriculum and Instruction, Texas State University. Lori Assaf (Committee Member). 2019

Shetron, Tamara Doctoral Dissertation Committee Developmental Education, Lori Assaf (Committee Member) 2019
Hoff, Meagan Doctoral Comps Committee Developmental Education 2018
O’Connell, Tiffany, Reading Masters Exam Curriculum and Instruction, Texas State University. Lori Assaf (Chair). 2018

Bowen, Jessica, Reading Masters Exam Curriculum and Instruction, Texas State University. Lori Assaf (Chair). 2018

Oliveira, Allie, Reading Masters Exam Curriculum and Instruction, Texas State University. Lori Assaf (Committee Member) 2018.

Sanchez, Dorothy, Reading Masters Exam Curriculum and Instruction, Texas State University. Lori Assaf (Committee Member) 2018.
Espinosa Aguirre, Maria Jesus Dissertation Committee Writing in Elementary Classrooms. Case Studies of Teachers and Their Students. Universidad Diego Portales, Santiago, Chile 2018
O’Donnell, Kristie Dissertation Language Ideologies in South Africa. Curriculum and Instruction, Texas State University. Lori Assaf (Co-Chair) 2017 
Post-Doc Chair International Researcher Dr. Deniz Atal- Koysuren, University of Turkey, Ankara (September, 2017- March, 2018).
Furness, Shelly, Dissertation Service Learning in College English Classes. Curriculum and Instruction, Texas State University. Lori Assaf (Co-Chair) 2017

Detrick, Heather, Reading Masters Exam Curriculum and Instruction, Texas State University. Lori Assaf (Chair). Completed, 4/12/ 2017.
Carson, Lindsey Reading Masters Exam Curriculum and Instruction, Texas State University. Lori Assaf (Committee Member). Completed, 4/12/ 2017.

Faz, Kristyna Reading Masters Exam Curriculum and Instruction, Texas State University. Lori Assaf (Committee Member). Completed, 4/12/ 2017.

Valenzuela, Kimberly Reading Masters Exam Curriculum and Instruction, Texas State University. Lori Assaf (Chair). Completed, 4/12/ 2016

Christian, Ashby Reading Masters Exam Curriculum and Instruction, Texas State University. Lori Assaf (Chair). Completed 4/12/15

Dyer, Courtney, Reading Masters Exam Curriculum and Instruction, Texas State University. Lori Assaf (Chair). Completed 4/12/15

Turner, Tia, Honors Thesis Exercise and Learning a Review of the Literature. Honors College, Texas State University. Lori Assaf (Chair). Completed 5/2/14

Torres, Melissa Reading Masters Exam Curriculum and Instruction, Texas State University. Lori Assaf (Chair). Completed 4/10/14

Smith, Emily Reading Masters Exam Curriculum and Instruction, Texas State University. Lori Assaf (Committee Member). Completed 4/12/14

Johnson, Joel Reading Masters Exam Curriculum and Instruction, Texas State University. Lori Assaf (Chair). Completed 4/08/13

Southerland, Bonnie Reading Masters Exam Curriculum and Instruction, Texas State University. Lori Assaf (Committee Member). Completed 4/08/13

Daniels, Lila Reading Masters Exam Curriculum and Instruction, Texas State University. Lori Assaf (Committee Member). Completed 4/08/13

Kridner, Lisa Reading Masters Exam Curriculum and Instruction, Texas State University. Lori Assaf (Committee Member). Completed 4/08/13

Stroud, Laura Lee, Reading Masters Exam Curriculum and Instruction, Texas State University. Lori Assaf (Committee Member). Completed 4/08/13

Martinez, Ruby, Reading Masters Exam Curriculum and Instruction, Texas State University. Lori Assaf (Chair). Completed 4/10/11

Hoyer, Liz, Reading Masters Exam Curriculum and Instruction, Texas State University. Lori Assaf (Chair). Completed 4/10/11

Matson, Sandy, Reading Masters Exam Curriculum and Instruction, Texas State University. Lori Assaf (Committee Member). Completed 4/10/11

Tyler, Mullin, Lorin, Reading Masters Exam Curriculum and Instruction, Texas State University. Lori Assaf (Committee Member). Completed 4/10/11

Johnson, Kelly, Reading Masters Exam Curriculum and Instruction, Texas State University. Lori Assaf (Committee Member). Completed 4/10/11

Saldana, Belinda, Reading Masters Exam Curriculum and Instruction, Texas State University. Lori Assaf (Committee Member). Completed 4/10/11

Oden, Abby, Reading Masters Exam Curriculum and Instruction, Texas State University. Lori Assaf (Committee Member). Completed 4/10/11

Gibson, Lindsey Reading Masters Exam Curriculum and Instruction, Texas State University. Lori Assaf (Committee Member). Completed 4/10/11

Pafumi, Maureen, Children’s Literature From Around the Globe Honors Thesis, Honors College, Texas State University, Lori Assaf (Chair) Completed 5/2/09

Macmillon, Lisa The impact of fluency on students’ reading abilities Elementary Graduate Thesis, Curriculum and Instruction, Texas State University, Lori Assaf (Committee Member). Completed 4/20/10.

Heinchon, Stephanie, Reading Masters Exam Curriculum and Instruction, Texas State University. Lori Assaf (Chair). Completed 4/14/10

Cable, Katie, Reading Masters Exam Curriculum and Instruction, Texas State University. Lori Assaf (Chair). Completed 4/14/10

Slaughter, Kristie, Reading Masters Exam Curriculum and Instruction, Texas State University. Lori Assaf (Chair). Completed 4/14/10

Exit Committee for all Reading Education M.Ed. students since Fall 2007-2009

C. Courses Prepared and Curriculum Development
RDG 5350 Literacy as Sociocultural Practice

CI 3338/5328 Study Abroad to New Zealand

RDG 4320/5331 Study Abroad to New Zealand

CI 7335 Curriculum Design, Implementation, and Program Evaluation
ECE-6 ESL Directed and Facilitated Course and Program Redesign

CI 2311 Education and Equity in a Diverse Society
CI 4345 Teaching Math to Diverse Children in EC-2nd grade classrooms 
CI 2345 STEM in Early Childhood and Elementary Education 
ECE 4301Play in Educational Settings (Supported preparation and submission)
EC-6 ESL Program Redesign (deleted courses and submitted ECE 4301)
RDG 5341 Writing Pedagogy in the P-12 Classroom

RDG 5380 Independent Reading Research South Africa

CI 5375 Problems in Elementary Education South Africa

HON 3397H International Culture South African Study Abroad

HON 4391 Independent Research Study

RDG 5370E Writing Pedagogy in the P-12 Classroom

Study Abroad to South Africa Summer II

Chapa Middle School Block: RDG 4310 & RDG 3315

Community Literacy: RDG 5380

Reading Masters Program: Revised All Courses for University Curriculum Committee

Social, Cultural, and Political Contexts Shaping Early Literacy Instruction

Ethnographic Literacy Research and Practice: Examining Sociocultural Perspectives

EC-6 ESL Program Curriculum Design and Support

G. Funded Internal Teaching Grants
STEM for ALL and LBJ Institute for STEM Education: Summer Computing for Teachers, 2025

$10,000 to design and teach one week PD on STEM education and conduct follow up support.

STEM for ALL and LBJ Institute for STEM Education: Summer Computing for Teachers, 2024

$50,000.00 to design and teach one week PD on STEM education and conduct follow up support.

Texas State University Equity and Access Grant: George Ancona:  Pioneer Mexican American Photographer and Author $4,100 (2010 - Co-Author with Minda Lopez and Jason Reed).
G. Funded External Teaching Grants
Assaf, L.C. & King, J. (2024) Charles Butt Full Partner: approximately $240,000 in scholarship funds for students in elementary education, middle education, secondary education and special education residency.
Assaf, L.C. & King, J., (2022) Charles Butt Full Partner: approximately $240,000 in scholarship funds for students in elementary education.
Assaf, L.C. & King, J., (2022) Raising Texas Teachers Additional Year Emerging Partnership Project, $50,000.
Assaf, L. C. & King, J. (2021) Raise Your Hand Texas Emerging University Partnership Project. $150,000.00.

Stephens, L. & Assaf, L.C. (2020-21). National Writing Project and Panda Community Literacy Project. $10,000.00. 

H. Professional Development Workshops
Charles Butt Raising Texas Teachers Fall Convening, September 10-12, 2025

AACTE Strategic Partners Meeting Online, September 10, 2025.

Georgia University- Center of Generative Learning: Terrain of Complexity Online Workshop, September 9, 2025.

AI For Everyday Teaching: Getting Started with Gemini & Notebook LM, Texas State University September 4, 2025.

AACTE Virtual Town Hall: The “Big Bill’s” Impact on EPPs August 5, 2025

Click Here for Success: Strategies for Asynchronous Teaching Online Workshop: April 29, 2025

What’s Next: Finding Resources/Disseminating Outcomes, Texas State University April 28, 2025
American Educational Research Association Annual Conference, Denver, CO April 23-27, 2025.

What’s Next: Pitching Plan Workshop Texas State University March 24, 2025

Education Abroad Workshop: Reviewing Policies to Support Students’ Success March 20, 2025.

How to Simplify your Literature Review Writing with Paperpal: Live Workshop, March 3, 2025
Getting Started with Hypothsis.is Online Workshop, February 25, 2025. 

What’s Next: Strategic Project Planning Texas State University: February 24, 2025

What’s Next: Build a Mentor Network Texas State University January 27, 2025

What’s Next: Charting Your Path Orientation, Texas State University December 6, 2025
Literacy Research Association Annual Conference, Atlanta, GA. December 2-5, 2024

Georgia University- Center of Generative Learning: Pedagogy of Hope online workshop, Nov. 12, 2024 
CSOTTE, San Marcos, TX. October 14, 2024
Charles Butt Raising Texas Teachers Fall Convening, September 11-13, 2024

Re-Envisioning Your Career Path and Professional Goals, Workshop Texas State September 25, 2024.

ProLeer Convening- 2 Day Workshop and Meetings for Latin American Language and Literacy Scholars, September 30-October 4, 2024, Harvard, Cambridge MA

OEP New Student Teaching Faculty All Day Workshop, January 3, 2024.

OEP Student Teaching Faculty Workshop, January 4, 2024.

AACTE Global Committee Online Workship, February 17, 2024

NSF STEM Meeting Hosting Michael Moore to Texas State, March 22, 2024.

Lunch and Learn Focus on Love and Joy in Academia Online Webinar, March 12, 2024.

Dr. Theresa Catalano- Capturing Moments in Time, March 29, 2024
Navigating New Realms: Generative AI and Literacy Education. ILA Online Webinar, April 16, 2024.

REDEE Lunch and Learn Rural Teacher Education: Training, Licensure, and Persistence Trends May, 3, 2024.

Curriculum and Instruction Research Enhancement Presentations, 2023-2024
AACTE Global Read Aloud Webinar, October 2, 2024.
AERA Professional Development 24-02 Introduction to Systematic Review and Meta Analysis Philadelphia, PA April 10, 2024
AERA Annual Conference, Philadelphia, PA April10-14, 2024

Charles Butt Raising Texas Teachers Spring Convening, April 24-26, 2024

Charles Butt Raising Texas Teachers Monthly Meetings, January 15, February 15, March 15, & May 15, August 12, October, 20, November 12, 2024

Charles Butt Raising Texas Teachers Monthly Meetings, October 12 & November 30, 2023
NCTE Annual Conference, Columbus, OH November 15-18, 2023

NSF: CS for ALL Meet the Program Officers November 9, 2023

NSF Innovations in Schools- Webinar October 18, 2023

Charles Butt Raising Texas Teachers Fall Convening, September 27-29, 2023
Education Abroad: Managing the Proposal System, September 2023

NSF: DRK PI’s-12 Cadre Conference, Washington, DC. June 28-30, 2023

U.S. Prep Site Coordinator Convening, June 2023
Teaching Works: Eliciting and Interpreting Students Thinking, May 15, 2023
Conducting Systematic Reviews in Engineering and the Social, Texas State, April 2023

Planning and Managing a Book Project, Lumivero Online Workshop, April 2023
Discovering GIS Applications for Research, Texas State January 2023
Literacy Research Association Teacher Education Study Group, December 2022

Literacy Research Association International Teacher Education Study Group, December 2022

2022AACTE Teacher Education, Residency, and Program Redesign. March 2022
ESCALA July 2021- July 2022
Raising Texas Teachers Leadership Meetings January, February, March, April, May, June, July, August, September, December 2022
RYHT Leadership Meetings September, October, November, December 2021-2022
COE Equity Action for Student Thriving March-May 2021

NWP Community Writing Project November 2020-May 2021
Teaching Works/RYHT High Leverage Practices January-June 2021

RYHT/West End. Teaching Works Practice-Based Teaching Workshop January 7, 2021

RTI Upper Primary Interest Group Meeting Every Month January 2020- October 2021.

NWP Town Hall on Quality Education and Equity July 9, 2020

Canvas Essentials Day Camp June 12, 2020
Canvas Migration Workshop May 10, 2020

Canvas Setting Up Quizzes and Grades May 15, 2020

Quality Matters Online Classroom 10 Day Workshop April 23 through May 7, 2020

CIES International Online Conference April 24 - May 4, 2020

Black Minds Matter Online Webinar July 16 through August 6, 2020

NAEP Reading Webinar June 30, 2020

TSU Where to Publish? Navigating the Journal Jungle and Avoiding Predators April 3, 2020

Restorative Justice Town Hall Texas State University July 31, 2020

NCTE Annual Online Conference November 19-24, 2020

LRA Annual Online Conference December 1-5, 2020

C&I Academic Writing Challenge October 30-November 30, 2020.

RTT/West End. Teaching Works Practice-Based Teaching Workshop October 29, 2020

Spanish Group Lessons January 30-August 15, 2020 

Immersion Spanish Language Program with Host Family Pucon, Chile January 5-19, 2020.

College of Education Grant Development Scholars Program January- December 2019
Summer Institute on Community-Engaged Teacher Preparation, May 2019

LBJ Institute Makerspace Initiative, September - May, 2017-2018
We’re Tired of Doing it Your Way Presentation and Book Club, November 2018

Writing Conference Meridan Charter School, October 2018

Finding Funding Workshop, Texas State University, October 2018

Co-Search Interdisciplinary Research Competition, September 2018

Finding and Using Images in your Scholarship and Teaching, August 2018

Supporting Undocumented DACA Students Workshop May 2017

Research Camp for Texas State Professors May 2017
Book Club Deconstructing Race:  Multicultural Education Beyond the Color-Bind September- March, 2017-2018. 
Book Club The Struggle of Identity, Agency and Education in the Lives of Undocumented Students – The Burden of Hyperdocumentation. November – February, 2017-2018
Researchers Speed Dating February 2017

Seven Habits of Highly Effective People, November-December 2016

Fulbright Workshop November 18, 2015
Global Transformation Institute (2015)
Expanding Your Pedagogical Toolbox to Facilitate Student Learning February 2015

The Influence of Caring: A webinar February 2015
WP Personal Websites Faculty and Staff May 2015 

Discovering your passion June 2014

Tech tools: New media new technologies May 2014

Using Camtasia Relay for Teaching May 2014

Teacher Education Forum November 2014

III.  SCHOLARLY/CREATIVE

A.  Works in Print
a.  Scholarly Monographs
b. Books

Assaf, L.C., Sowa, P., & Zammit, Z. Eds (2022). Global Meaning Making: Disrupting and Interrogating International Language and Literacy Research and Teaching. Emerald Publishing.
Halder, S. & Assaf, L.C. Eds (2017). Inclusion, disability and culture: An ethnographic perspective traversing abilities and challenges. New York, NY: Springer Publishing.
c. Chapters in Books 
Justice, S. & Assaf, L. (2025). Expressive STEM Storymaking: Art, Literacy, and Creative Computing (p. 210-226). In Y. Cooper and A. Lai (Eds.), Intersections and Thresholds of STEAM Education, New York, Routledge. https://doi.org/10.1163/9789004714748_014 
Assaf, L.C. (2023) Community-based, Literacy Makerspaces: Opportunities for Critical Global Literacies in South Africa. In S. Kerkhoff and H. Spires (Eds.). Critical Perspectives on Global Literacies: Bridging Research and Practice, New York, Routledge. 
Sowa, P., Assaf, L.C., & Zammit, K. (2022). Introduction to Global Meaning Making. In L. Assaf, P. Sowa & K. Zammit (Eds.). Global Meaning Making: Disrupting and Interrogating International Language and Literacy Research and Teaching. Emerald Publishing.
Zammit, K., Sowa, P. & Assaf, L.C. (2022). Conclusion to Global Meaning Making. In L. Assaf, P. Sowa & K. Zammit (Eds.). Global Meaning Making: Disrupting and Interrogating International Language and Literacy Research and Teaching. Emerald Publishing.
Assaf, L.C., Lussier, K.O. & Hoff, M. (2022). Interrupting colonizing language and literacy instruction: A critical service-learning project in rural South Africa. In L. Assaf, P. Sowa & K. Zammit (Eds.). Global Meaning Making: Disrupting and Interrogating International Language and Literacy Research and Teaching. Emerald Publishing.
Hoff, M., Lussier, K.O., & Assaf, L.C. (2021). Balancing in a Whirlwind: The Influence of International Service-Learning on Preservice Teachers’ Movement Towards Humanizing Pedagogy. In E. Nemeth & A. Patterson (Eds.) Pursuit of Liberation: Critical Service-Learning as Capacity Building for Historicized, Humanizing, and Embodied Action. Information Age Publishing.
Halder, S. & Assaf, L.C. (2017). Disability and inclusion: Current challenges. In S. Halder & L.C. Assaf (Eds). Inclusion, disability and culture: An ethnographic perspective traversing abilities and challenges. New York, NY: Springer Publishing.

Halder, S. & Assaf, L.C. (2017). Global diversity and inclusion: Critical reflections and future directions. In S. Halder & L.C. Assaf (Eds). Inclusion, disability and culture: An ethnographic perspective traversing abilities and challenges. New York, NY: Springer Publishing.

Delaney, C. J. & Assaf, L. C. (2015). “We’re gonna’ run the world”: Empowering high school readers. In J. C. Richards and K. Zenkov (Eds.), Social justice, the Common Core, and closing the instructional gap: Empowering diverse learners and their teachers (pp. 121-138). Charlotte, NC: Information Age Publishing.
Lopez, M. & Assaf, L.C. (2014). Developing deeper understandings of diversity: Service learning and field experiences combine for generative learning of ESL/Bilingual preservice teachers. In D. Freeman & V. Freeman (Eds.), Research on Preparing Preservice Teachers to Work Effectively with Emergent Bilinguals. Emerald Group Publishing. Invited Chapter.
Assaf, L. C., Eickstead, A., Kaynes, S., & Woolven, J. (2014). Online peer conferencing in four different educational settings: Practices and insights. In R. S. Anderson & C. Mims (Eds.), Handbook of research on digital tools for writing instruction in K-12 settings (pp. 459-478). Hershey, PA: IGI Global.
Assaf, L. C. (2011). Adding dialogue to fiction and nonfiction text: Mentor texts and a dialogue checklist. In J. C. Richards & C. Lassonde (Eds.), Collaborative writing strategies in the primary grades: Scaffolding students’ writing with meaningful mini lessons. Newark, DE: International Reading Association.
Dooley, C. & Assaf, L. C. (2009). Compromising curricula: Inequity in literacy instruction. In M. R. Dyson & D. B. Weddle (Eds.), Our promise: Achieving educational equity for America’s children (pp. 567-580). Durham, NC: Academic Press.
Assaf, L. C., & Adonyi, A. (2009). Critically reading an advertisement: Examining visual images and persuasive language in the early grades. In D. Lapp & B. Moss (Eds.), Teaching new literacies in grades K-3: Resources for 21st-century classrooms (pp.209-220). New York, NY: Guilford Press. Peer Reviewed.

Assaf, L. C., & Adonyi, A. (2009). Critically reading an advertisement: Examining visual images and persuasive language in the late elementary grades. In D. Lapp & B. Moss (Eds.), Teaching new literacies in grades 4-6: Resources for 21st-century classrooms (pp. 233-244). New York, NY: Guilford Press. Peer Reviewed. 

Hoffman, J. V., Assaf, L. C., & Paris, S. G. (2005). High stakes testing in reading: Today in Texas, tomorrow? In S. Barrentine & S. M.Stokes (Eds.), Reading assessment: Principles and practices for elementary teachers. Newark, DE: International Reading Association. Reprint of Hoffman, Assaf, & Paris (2001). Peer Reviewed.
Hoffman, J. V., Assaf, L. C., & Paris, S. G. (2005). High stakes testing in reading: Today in Texas, tomorrow? In P. Shannon & J. Edmondson (Eds.), Reading education policy: A collection of articles from The International Reading Association. Newark, DE: International Reading Association. Reprint of Hoffman, Assaf, & Paris (2001).

Hoffman, J. V., Assaf, L. C., & Paris, S. G. (2004). High stakes testing in reading. In R. D. Robinson, M. C. McKenna, & J. Wedman (Eds.), Issues and trends in literacy education (3rd Ed., pp. 235-251). Boston, MA: Pearson.  Reprint of Hoffman, Assaf, & Paris (2001).

Hoffman, J. V., Paris, S. G., Patterson, E., Salas, R., & Assaf, L. C. (2002). High-stakes assessment in the language arts: The piper plays, the players dance, but who pays the price? In J. Flood, D. Lapp, J. R. Squire, & J. Jensen (Eds.), Handbook of research on teaching the English language arts. (2nd Ed., pp. 619-630). Mahwah, NJ: Lawrence Erlbaum. Peer Reviewed.

Seely-Flint, A., Leland, C., Hoffman, J. V., Patterson, E. U., Sailors, M. W., Assaf, L. C., & Mast, M. A. (2001). “I’m still figuring out how to do this teaching thing”: A cross-site analysis of reading preparation programs on beginning teachers’ instructional practices and decisions. In C. Roller (Ed.), Learning to teach reading: Setting the research agenda. Newark, DE: International Reading Association.

2. Articles

a.  Refereed Journal Articles

Assaf, L.C. & Justice, S. (In press). Storymaking: An Innovative Multimodal Approach to Early Literacy Instruction. Language Arts.
Bolinger, B. C. & Assaf, L.C. (In press). Teacher Educators Revise More than Writing. Language Arts.

Assaf, L.C. & Justice, S. (Revise/Resubmit). Storymaking in an Afterschool Literacy Tutoring Program: Teacher Candidates Learn about Play, Talk, and Teacher Positioning. Journal of Early Childhood Literacy Education.

Vetter, A., Zammit, K., Assaf, L.C. & Lambert, C., (Revise/Resubmit). The Writing Identity Work of Youth: A Review of the Literature. Review of Educational Research. 

Assaf, L.C. & Justice, S. (under review). A Year of Learning: Early Childhood Teachers’ Computational Learning and Implementation While Participating in a Yearlong Professional Learning Project. CS Education.
Assaf, L.C. & Justice, S. (2024). Asset-based Computational Thinking in Elementary Classrooms: Centering Students’ Expertise in a Community of Learners. Journal of Digital Learning and Teacher Education. https://doi.org/10.1007/s10643-024-01825-3
Assaf, L.C., Forsythe, M. & Atal, D. (2024) Engaging in Video Clubs: Teacher Candidates’ Visioning of Linguistically Responsive Literacy Instruction, Action in Teacher Education, DOI: 10.1080/01626620.2024.2318225 
Assaf, L.C., Pakamile, P. & Brooks, J. (2021). Superheroes and Community Innovators: Opportunities to Engage in Critical Literacy in a Makerspace Camp in Rural South Africa. Language Arts, 98(6), 315-329. (8% acceptance rate/1.69 impact)
Assaf, L.C. Lussier, K., Lopez, M. (2020). Becoming Linguistically Responsive Teachers: Generative Learning One Year After Participating in Study Abroad and Community-Based Service Learning Project. Teacher Education Quarterly, 47(2), 108-133. (12% acceptance rate/ 4.9 impact)
Lussier, K., Assaf, L.C., & Hoff, M. (2019). A “Literacy Awakening”: The Role of Study Abroad and International Service Learning for Preservice Teachers’ Literacy Engagement. FIRE: Forum for International Research in Education, 5(2), 47-65. https://fire-ojs-ttu.tdl.org/fire/index.php/FIRE/article/view/163
Assaf, L.C., Lussier, K., Furness, R., & Hoff, M. (2019). Exploring how a study abroad and international service-learning project shaped preservice teachers’ understanding of humanizing pedagogy. The Teacher Educator, 54(2), 105-124.
Assaf, L.C. & Lussier, K, (2019). Dream camp: Drawing on community cultural wealth capital to make sense of career dreams. Language, Culture and Curriculum, DOI: 10.1080/07908318.2019.1569020
Assaf, L.C., Ralfe, L., & Steinbach, B. (2016). South African teachers learning to become writers and writing teachers: A study of generative learning. Teaching and Teacher Education, 56, 173-184. (30% acceptance rate 3.2 impact)
Assaf, L.C. & Lopez, M. (2015). Generative learning on a service-learning project and field-base teacher education program: Learning to become culturally responsive teachers. Literacy Research: Theory, Method, and Practice. Vol. 64, 323-338.
Assaf, L.C. & Zisselsberger, M. (2014). Supporting English language learners’ writing abilities: Exploring third spaces. The Middle Grades Research Journal, 9(1), 1-17. (30% acceptance rate /1.2 impact)
Assaf, L. C. & Johnson, J. (2014). A call for action: Engaging in purposeful, real world writing. Voices From the Middle, 21(3), 24-33.
Assaf, L. C. & Delaney, C. (2013). A journey through justice … generative learning and critical literacy instruction. The Teacher Educator, 48 (2), 143-162.
Assaf, L. C. & Lopez, M. (2012). Reading rocks an after-school literacy program: Responsive reading instruction. Journal of Early Childhood Teacher Education, 5 (1), 55-62.

Zisselsberger, M., Assaf, L. C., & Singh, S. (2012). Delving into third space: Supporting writing development in multilingual and multicultural settings. Writing and Pedagogy, 4 (1), 26-35.

Assaf, L. C., Ash, G., Saunders, J. (2011). Renewing two seminal literacy practices: I-charts and I-search papers. Voices From The Middle, 18 (40), 31-42.

Jacobs, J. Assaf, L. C., & Lee, K. S. (2010). A professional development book club for teacher educators; Conflicts between critical reflection and instructional-based strategies on linguistic diversity. Journal of Professional Development, 1 (14), 1-14.

Ash, G., Assaf, L. C., & Johnson, J. (2010). Process and perseverance: Supporting meaningful and relevant research. English in Texas, 40 (1), 54-62. 

Assaf, L. C. & Dooley, C. (2010) Investigating ideological clarity in literacy teacher education. The Teacher Educator, 45 (3), 153-178.

Assaf, L. C., Garza, R., & Battle, J. (2010). Multicultural teacher education: Examining the perceptions, practices, and coherence in one teacher preparation program. Teacher Education Quarterly, 37 (2), 115-135.
Dooley, C. M., & Assaf, L. C. (2009). Contexts matter: Two teachers’ language arts instruction in this high-stakes era. Journal of Literacy Research, 41 (3), 354-391. (8% acceptance rate/2.5 impact)
Hoffman, J., Malach, B., Sailors, M., Patterson, E., & Assaf, L. C. (2009). The development of community in reading teacher preparation programs. English in Texas, 40 (1), 54-62.

Assaf, L. C., & Battle, J. (2008). Reading teacher educators’ ideologies and instructional practices about multicultural teaching and learning: An evolving vision of one field-based teacher education program. In Y. Kim, V. J. Risko, D. Compton, D. Dickinson, M. K. Hundley, R. Jiménez, K. Leander, & D. W. Rowe (Eds.), 57th Yearbook of the National Reading Conference (pp. 94-106).  Oak Creek, WI:  National Reading Conference.

Ash, G. E., & Assaf, L. C. (2008). “And the worth of our work shall be judged”: Literacy and literacy research definitions of JLR reviewers and NRC members. In Y. Kim, V. J. Risko, D. Compton, D. Dickinson, M. K. Hundley, R. Jiménez, K. Leander, & D. W. Rowe (Eds.), 57th Yearbook of the National Reading Conference (pp.  84-93). Oak Creek, WI:  National Reading Conference.
Assaf, L. C. (2008). Professional identity of a reading teacher: Responding to high stakes testing pressures. Teachers and Teaching: Theory and Practice, 14 (3), 112-132.
Assaf, L. C., & Garza, R. (2007). Making magazine covers that visually count: Learning to summarize with technology. The Reading Teacher, 60 (7), 678-680.
Assaf, L. C. (2006). One reading specialist’s response to high-stakes testing pressures. The Reading Teacher, 60(2), 158-168. (11% acceptance rate/. 75 impact)
Assaf, L. C., & Dooley, C. M. (2006). “Everything they were giving us created tension”: Creating and managing tension in a graduate level multicultural course focused on literacy methods. Multicultural Education, 14 (2), 42-49.
Assaf, L. (2005). Exploring identities in a reading specialization program. Journal of Literacy Research, 37 (1), 201-236. (8% acceptance rate/.65 impact)
Sailors, M., Worthy, J., & Assaf, L. C. (2005). The illusion of choice: Fourth graders’ perceptions of “reading for rewards” program. The California Reader, 39 (1), 26-37.

Assaf, L. C. (2005). Staying connected: Student teachers’ perceptions of using computer-mediated discussions (CMD). The Teacher Educator, 40 (4), 221-237.

Worthy, J., Rodriguez-Galindo, A., & Assaf, L. C. (2003). Fifth grade bilingual students and the precursors to subtractive schooling. Bilingual Research Journal, 27 (2), 275-294.

Harmon, J., Hedrick, W., Martinez, M., Perez, B., Keehn, S., Fine, J. C., Eldridge, D., Seely-Flint, A. Littleton, D., Bryant-Shanklin, M., Loven, R., Assaf, L. C., &  Sailors, M. (2001).  Features of excellence of reading teacher preparation programs. In  J. V. Hoffman & D. L. Schallert (Eds.), 57th Yearbook of the National Reading Conference (pp. 262-274). Chicago: National Reading Conference.

Hoffman, J. V., Assaf, L. C., & Paris, S. (2001). High-stakes testing in reading: Today in Texas, tomorrow? The Reading Teacher, 54 (5), 482-492.

b. Journal articles non/referred

Assaf, L.C. (2014 Fall). Reading and writing like a historian. Texas Voices 27(4), 13.

Assaf, LC. (2014 Spring). Real world reading and writing across the content areas: A story of one middle school. Texas Voices 26(4), 16.

3.  Reports/Handbooks/Curriculum
Justice, S. & Assaf, L.C. (2024). NSF EPK-2 Final Report

Justice, S. & Assaf, L.C. (2024). EPK-2 Extended Year Report to Evaluation Team

Justice, S. & Assaf, L.C. (2023). NSF EPK-2 Year Three Report

Justice, S. & Assaf, L.C. (2023). EPK-2 Year Three Report to Evaluation Team

Assaf, L.C. (2022). Fulbright Specialist in Vietnam Final Report.

Justice, S. & Assaf, L.C. (2022). NSF EPK-2 Year Two Report

Justice, S. & Assaf, L.C. (2022). EPK-2 Year Two Report to Evaluation Team

Justice, S. & Assaf, L.C. (2021). NSF EPK-2 Year One Report

Justice, S. & Assaf, L.C. (2021). EPK-2 Year One Report to Evaluation Team

Assaf, L.C. (2020). Developmental Leave Final Report.
Assaf, L.C. (2019) Design-based Vocabulary Professional Development African Angels, South Africa.

Assaf, L.C. (2019). Fulbright Specialist in Indonesia Final Report.

Assaf, L.C. (2018). Writing Books and Reading Partners: A School-based curriculum for two local primary schools in rural South Africa.
Assaf, L.C. (2018). Self as superheroes ‘Chintsa Aveng-Innovators’: A design-based, makers space and literacy curriculum to solve problems in the community.
Assaf, L.C. (2016). South African Schools Photo Project: An inquiry-based curriculum focused on learners’ perspectives on learning, teachers, and schools.
Assaf, L.C. (2016). Becoming advocates for change: A multimodal, inquiry project curriculum focused on helping learners identify local issues and create advocacy action plans.

Assaf, L.C. (2015). Exploring the history of Chintsa East: A multimodal, inquiry project curriculum focused on uncovering and exploring the history of Chintsa East.
Assaf, L.C. (2015). This I believe: A school-based, digital literacy curriculum for learners in three rural schools in South Africa.

Assaf, L.C. (2014). Dream Search: A multimodal, inquiry project curriculum focused on South African learners’ career dreams. 

Assaf, L.C. (2016 Spring). Central Texas Writing Project Annual Site Report. Submitted to National Writing Project.

Assaf, L.C. (2015 Fall). Central Texas Writing Project Annual Site Report. Submitted to National Writing Project.

Assaf, L.C. & Sowa, P. (2015). Literacy Research Association Board Report for International Innovative Community Group. 

Assaf, L.C. (2015 Spring). Central Texas Writing Project Annual Site Report. Submitted to National Writing Project.

Assaf, L.C. & Akrofi, A. (2014). Literacy Research Association Board Report for International Innovative Community Group. 

Assaf, L.C. (2014 Spring). Central Texas Writing Project Annual Site Report. Submitted to National Writing Project.

Assaf, L. C. (2014 Fall). Central Texas Writing Project Annual Site Report. Submitted to National Writing Project. 

Assaf, L. C. (2013 Fall). Central Texas Writing Project Annual Site Report. Submitted to National Writing Project. 

Assaf, L. C. (2013). Final Report REP Grant. Submitted to Texas State University Faculty Senate.

Assaf, L. C. (2013 Spring). Central Texas Writing Project Annual Site Report. Submitted to National Writing Project.

Assaf, L. C. (2012).  Report of Developmental Leave Research. Submitted to Texas State University Faculty Senate.

Assaf, L. C. (2012). Report to University Lecture Series Grant. Submitted to Texas State University Lecture Series Committee.

Assaf, L. C. & Vetter, C. (2012). Central Texas Writing Project Annual Site Report. Submitted to National Writing Project.

Assaf, L. C. & Vetter, C. (2011). Central Texas Writing Project Professional Development Handbook. Handbook posted to CTWP website and distributed to school districts.

Assaf, L. C. (2011). Report to University Lecture Series Grant. Submitted to Texas State University Lecture Series Committee.

Assaf, L. C. (2010) South African Study Abroad Final Report. Study Abroad Office Texas State University

Wickstrom, C., Patterson, L., Araujo, J., Roberts, J. & Assaf, L. C. (2010). Comprehensive Report Culturally Mediated Writing Instruction for Adolescent English Learners. Submitted to National Writing Project Local Site Research Initiative. 

Assaf, L. C. (2009). Report to University Lecture Series Grant. Submitted to Texas State University Lecture Series Committee.

Assaf, L. C. (2007). Literacy teacher educators’ ideological discourses about diversity: Looking at one field-based teacher preparation program. Final Report for CREATE Grant on Multicultural Teacher Education.

Assaf, L. C. (2007). Five and five: Wondering, sharing, and mentoring through teachers’ writing. Final Report for National Writing Project Teacher Inquiry Mini-Grant. 

Assaf, L. C. (2006). How to start an EC-4 block: Setting up and making connections with public school partners. (Unpublished training manual).
Assaf, L. C., & Dooley, C. (2004). Heart House summer school literacy curriculum. (Unpublished training manual). 

Assaf, L. C. & Dooley, C. (2004). Literacy volunteer training handbook and training. (Unpublished training manual).

3.  Book Reviews
Assaf, L.C. (2023). Closing The Writing Gap. Teachers College Record. 

Assaf, L. C., Ingram, C., Schaefer, J., Sharp, C., & Vetter, C. (2008). Engaging in valuable discussions about writing assessment: A book review on Rethinking Rubrics in Writing Assessment. English in Texas, 39(2), 35-40.
Assaf, L. C. (2007). An essay review: Inside writing: How to teach the details of the craft. English in Texas, 37(1), 53-55.

B.  Works not in Print

a. Papers Presented at Professional Meetings

Invited:

Assaf, L.C. (2024, December). Invited guest speaker for LRA Research Study Group. Literacy Research Association Annual Conference, Atlanta. 
Assaf, L.C. (2024, October). Invited guest. Writing motivation for teachers and students in Costa Rica. ProLeer, Cambridge, MA.
Justice, S. & Assaf, L.C. (2023, June). Invited presentation. We Teach Computer Science Summit, Houston Texas. Pre-K to 2nd Grade Teachers Noticing, Naming and Connecting Computational Thinking to Literacy Learning.

Justice, S. & Assaf, L.C. (2023, July). Invited presentation. We Teach Computer Science Extravaganza Professional Development Conference. Scratch Jr. Explorations: Noticing, Naming and Connecting Tech App TEKS to Curriculum. 

Assaf, L.C. (2023, March). Invited Keynote Speaker. University of Texas at Austin Global Learning Seminar. Community Literacy Mapping.
Assaf, L.C. (2022 September). Invited Keynote Speaker. Universidad Catolica de Temuco

Chile. Social Constructivist Theories and Writerly Identities. 
Assaf, L.C. (2020 September). Invited Keynote Speaker. University of Tanjungpura Indonesia FILBA Annual Tutor Training Workshop Online.
Assaf, L.C. (2020 January). Invited speaker. Identity Theories and Preservice Teachers. Five Day workshop, Villarica, Chile
Assaf, L.C. (2019 October). Invited panellist. Language Building Through Inquiry, Layered Multimodal Texts, and Play. Research Triangle International. Washington, D.C.
Assaf, L.C. (2018 January). Invited panellist. Social Constructivism and Writing Instruction. Universidad Diego Portales y Universidad Alberto Hurtado, Santiago, Chile.
Assaf, L.C. (2017 December). Keynote Speaker. Third Space in the College Writing Center. Universidad Diego Portales y Universidad Alberto Hurtado, Santiago, Chile.
Assaf, L.C. (2016 October). Invited speaker Identity, teacher learning and writing instruction. Universidad Diego Portales, Santiago, Chile.

Assaf, L.C. (2015 September).  Invited speaker. Using generative theories to understand teacher learning. University of Diego Portales, Santiago, Chile.

Assaf, L.C. (2015 October). Invited speaker. Designing a service learning study abroad program that blends teaching and research. Texas State University Online Webinar.

Assaf, L.C. (2014 November). Invited speaker. Learning in an online digital writing institute. Insights from a generative learning perspective. National Writing Project Annual Meeting, Washington, D.C.

Assaf, L.C. & Lopez, M. (2014 October). Invited speaker. Fosteirng global thinking: Considering a global competency matrix. Texas State University Professional Development Workshop.

Assaf, L. C. (2013 December). Invited panelist. We all have something to say: Strategies for living the writerly life. 53rd Literacy Research Association Conference, Dallas, Texas.

Assaf, L. C. (2013 November). Invited speaker. Directing and conducting research on a yearlong professional development institute: Insights and Lessons. National Writing Project Annual Conference.

Assaf, L. C. (2013 May). Invited speaker. Globalizing our curriculum lessons learned. Global Institute Texas State University.

Assaf, L. C. (2013 June). Invited panelist. Disciplinary Writing: A yearlong professional development program with a high needs school in Texas. National Writing Project Radio Show.

Ash, G., Assaf, L. C., Saunders, J., Delaney, C. & Taylor, V. (2013 January). Invited speaker on new editorial board for English in Texas. Beyond “member” status: Developing conference presentations and English in Texas submissions. 48th Texas Council of Teachers of English Language Arts Annual Conference and Exposition, Dallas, TX.

Assaf, L. C. (2012 October) Invited keynote. Transformed instruction: Creating spaces in our classrooms to teach reading and writing for life. Reading Association of South Africa (RASA). Durban, South Africa.

Assaf, L. C. & Swenson, J. (2011 November). Invited speaker. Sustainability: Your site as an essential university resource. National Writing Project Annual Conference, Chicago, IL.

Assaf, L. C. (2010 October). Invited speaker. Culturally mediated writing instruction for multilingual South African students: Why and how? University of Cape Town. Cape Town, South Africa.

Assaf, L. C., & Vetter, C. (2008). Invited speaker. Window into assessment. An invited speaker for the National Writing Project Annual Conference, San Antonio, TX.
Peer Reviewed and Accepted:
McQuitty, V., DeFauw, D., Assaf, L.C. & Bollinger, C. (2025). Teacher Candidates Navigating Children’s Agency in Elementary Grade Writing Conferences. Literacy Research Association, Las Vegas, NV December 2-5.

Justice, S.B. & Assaf, L.C. (2025). An Expressive STEM Approach to Computational Thinking Teacher Professional Development.  American Educational Research Association, Denver, CO. April 23-26.
McIntosh, N., Assaf, L.C., Guerrero, J. & Putman, M., (2025). Advancing Global Education: Research, Dialogue and Innovation in Educator Preparation. AACTE, Long Beach, CA. February 20-22
Assaf, L.C. & Justice, S.B. (2024). Playful Literacies in a Hybrid Mentoring Project: Rethinking Literacy Teacher Education. Literacy Research Association Annual Conference, Atlanta, GA December 3-7, 2024.

Assaf, L.C., & Forsythe, M. (2024). Engaging in Video Clubs of Exemplar Elementary Teachers: Teacher Candidates’ Visioning of Linguistically Responsive Literacy Instruction. CSOTTE, San Marcos, TX. October 14, 2024
Assaf, L.C., & Justice, S.B. (2024). Early Childhood Teachers’ Use of Asset-based Computational Thinking Pedagogy: Centering Students’ Expertise and Life Experiences. American Educational Research Association, Philadelphia, PA. April 11-14
Tondreau, A., Gardiner, W., DeFauw, D. McQuitty, V., Bollinger, C. Assaf, L.C. (2024). Exploring Literacies through Self-Study. American Educational Research Association, Philadelphia, PA. April 11-14
Assaf, L.C. (2023). Conversations on Global Literacies from a Critical Lens. 73rd Annual Literacy Research Association Conference, Atlanta, GA. December 4, 2023.
Tondreau, A., Gardiner, W., DeFauw, D. McQuitty, V., Bollinger, C. Assaf, L.C. (2023). Linguistically equitable writing conferences. National Council for Teachers of English Annual Conference, Columbus, Ohio.

Justice, S. & Assaf, L.C. (2023) EPK-2 Exploring Early Childhood Teachers’ Abilities to Identify Computational Thinking Precursors to Strengthen Computer Science in Classrooms. National Science Foundation DRK-12 Conference, Washington, DC.

Assaf, L.C. (2022). Computational Thinking and Literacy: Understanding Teachers’ Approaches to Leveraging CT and Literacy Across Early Childhood Classrooms. 72nd Annual Literacy Research Association Conference, Phoenix, Arizona.
Assaf, L.C., Sowa, P., & Zammit, K. (2022). Global Meaning Making: Disrupting and Interrogating International Language and Literacy Research and Teaching. 72nd Annual Literacy Research Association Conference, Phoenix, Arizona.
Assaf, L.C. (2022). A Generative Professional Development Project on Explicit Vocabulary Instruction in Rural South Africa: A Case Study of Four Foundation Phase Teachers. European Literacy Association Conference Dublin. 
Meritt, J., Brooks, J. & Assaf, L.C. (2022). Practice-based Teacher Education: Coaching Teacher Candidates’ Rehearsals of Interactive Literacy Lessons. European Literacy Association Conference Dublin.
Assaf, L.C.& Justice, J. (2022). Multimodal Approaches to Literacy: Exploring Precursors to Computational Thinking with Primary Grade. European Literacy Association Conference Dublin.
Justice, S. & Assaf, L.C. (2021). Computational Thinking and Generative Self-Efficacy in Multimodal Approaches to Literacy. 71st Annual Literacy Research Association Conference, Atlanta, November 30-December 5, 2021.

Assaf, L.C. (2021). Case Study of a First Grade Teacher in Rural South Africa: A Generative Professional Development Project on Robust Vocabulary. 71st Annual Literacy Research Association Conference, Atlanta, November 30-December 5, 2021.

Assaf, L.C. & Forsythe, M., (2021). Engaging in Video Clubs of Exemplar Elementary Teachers: Teacher Candidates’ Visioning of Linguistically Responsive Literacy Instruction. 71st Annual Literacy Research Association Conference, Atlanta, November 30-December 5, 2021.

Assaf, L.C., Pakamile, P. & Chiwanga, S. (2021 September) Expanding on the strengths and assets of one rural community: Primary grade teachers engage in a community walk. Literacy Association of South Africa. Online Presentation.
Assaf, L.C., Lambert, C., Vetter, A., Zammet, K. (2020). Identity Work of Young Writers: A Literature Review. 70th Annual Literacy Research Association Conference, November 30-December 5, 2020. Online.

Assaf, L.C. (2020). Disciplinary Writing in One Middle School: Complexities of Teacher Leaders’ Learning and Sustained Transformation. 70th Annual Literacy Research Association Conference, November 30-December 5, 2020. Online.

Assaf, L.C. (2020). A Literacy Makerspace Camp in Rural South Africa: Engaging in Critical Literacy and Language Learning. Literacy Association of South Africa Annual Conference Online September 19, 2020.

Marlatt, R., & Assaf, L.C., (2019). Global meaning making: Challenging perceptions, ideologies and spaces. Alternative Session. 69th Annual Literacy Research Association, Tampa, Florida.

Zammit, K., Assaf, L.C., Sowa, P., & Finkbeiner, C. (2019). International Research on Literacy Teaching and Teacher Education Study Group. 69th Annual Literacy Research Association, Tampa, Florida.

O’Donnell Lussier, K., Assaf, L.C. & Hoff, M. (2019). Developing preservice teachers’ critical literacy through study abroad and international service learning. 69th Annual Literacy Research Association, Tampa, Florida.

Handsfield, L.J., Gainer, J., & Assaf, L.C. (2019). If I knew then... What I know now Research Study Group. 69th Annual Literacy Research Association, Tampa, Florida.
Lammert, C., Assaf, L.C, Crawford-Garrett, K. (2019) Becoming Inquirers: Examining the Uses of Inquiry in Preservice Teacher Education. National Council of Teachers of English Annual Conference, Baltimore, MD.
Assaf, L.C. & Brooks, J. (2019). Self as superhero: Makers’ space and critical literacy. 18th Nordic Literacy Conference & the 21st European Conference on Literacy. Copenhagen, Sweden.

Assaf, L.C. (2018). Learning how to use real world texts and disciplinary writing in content area classrooms. A year-long professional development initiative. National Council of Teachers of English Annual Conference, Houston, Texas.
Assaf, L.C., Lussier, K., Hoff, M. & Furness, S (2018). Humanizing Pedagogy: Exploring How a Short-Term Study Abroad Program and International (Critical) Service-Learning Project. Literacy Research Association, Indian Wells, California.

Assaf, L. C., Concha, S. & Espinosa Aguirre, M.J., (2018 March). Writing Instruction in Chile: What Teachers Know and Do and the Contextual Factors That Affect Them. Comparative International Education Society CIES Conference, Mexico City, Mexico.
Hoff, M., Assaf, L.C., & Lussier, K. (2018 March). Teaching Through Tension: How International Service Learning Shapes Language Ideologies of New Teachers. Comparative International Education Society CIES Conference, Mexico City, Mexico.
Assaf, L.C. & Lussier, K. (2017). South African Students Draw on Community Cultural Wealth Capital to Make Sense of Their Career Dreams. European Literacy Conference, Madrid, Spain.

Assaf, L.C., Hoff, M., O’Donnell, K. & Furness, S. (2017 March). Humanizing Pedagogy: Exploring How a Short-Term Study Abroad Program and International Service-Learning Project Shaped Ideologies. Comparative International Education Society CIES Conference, Atlanta, GA.
Assaf, L.C. (2016 December). Career Dreams: Digital Storytelling, Identity, and Community Cultural Wealth in A Rural South African Community. 56th Annual Literacy Research Association, Nashville, TN.
O’Donnell, K. & Assaf, L.C. (2016 December). Multilingual Mobility Towards Personal and Social Transformation: A Narrative Case Study of Language, Education, and Social Capital in Rural South Africa. 56th Annual Literacy Research Association, Nashville, TN.

Assaf, L.C. (2016 December). International Research on Literacy Teaching and Teacher Education Study Group. 56th Literacy Research Association Conference, Nashville, TN.
Assaf, L.C. & Chody, E. (2016 November). Nurturing glocal citizens: Becoming activists for change as language learners explore their community. National Council of Teachers of English Annual Conference, Atlanta, GA.

Assaf, L. C. (2015 December). Dream Search: An inquiry-based, digital movie project with South African Learners. 54th Literacy Research Association Conference, Carlsbad, CA.
Assaf, L.C. (2015 December). International Research on Literacy Teaching and Teacher Education Study Group. 54th Literacy Research Association Conference, Carlsbad, CA.
Assaf, L.C. & Lopez, M. (2015 December). Community Mapping in South Africa: Novice Teachers’ Expand Their Views of Literacy and Local Texts. 54th Literacy Research Association Conference, Carlsbad, CA.
Assaf, L.C. & Lopez, M. (2014 December). Service Learning and Field Experiences Generative Learning of Bilingual/ESL Preservice Teachers. 53rd Literacy Research Association Conference, Marcos, Island, FL.

Assaf, L.C. & Johnson, J. (2014 January). Real world writing in the middle school classroom. Texas Council of Teachers of English and Language Arts Annual Conference, Corpus Christi, TX.

Assaf, L.C. (2013 December). Learning to become a writing teacher. 52nd Literacy Research Association Conference, Dallas, TX.

Assaf, L. C. (2012 December). One South African teacher’s shifting identity: Generative thinking and writing instruction. 52nd Literacy Research Association Conference, San Diego, CA.
Assaf, L. C. (2012 November). South African teachers’ pedagogical practices: Generative changes and cultural texts. National Council of Teachers of English Annual Convention, Las Vegas, NV.

Assaf, L. C. & Delaney, C. (2011 December). A journey through justice … Letting go of the power. 51st Literacy Research Association Conference, Jacksonville, FL.

Lopez, M. & Assaf, L.C. (2011 December). Learning to teach in a community of practice tutoring program: Reading Rocks! 51st Literacy Research Association Conference, Jacksonville, FL.

Garza, R., Assaf, L.C., & Battle, J. (2011). Self-reflection and critical consciousness: Missing dispositions in practicing educators' perceptions of diversity. American Educational Research Association World Convention, New Orleans, LA.
Assaf, L. C. & Ash, G. (2010 December). Mediated writing instruction for adolescent English learners: Three secondary teachers’ practices. 50th National Reading Conference (Literacy Research Association), Fort Worth, TX

Assaf, L. C., Wickstrom, C., Patterson, L., Araujo, J., Hoki, C. & Fuentes, A. (2010 December). Mediating academic writing instruction for adolescent English language learners: Examining the complexities of teachers’ instructional decisions and practices. National Council of Teachers of English Annual Conference, Orlando, FL.

Assaf, L. C. & Ash, G. (2010) Developing inquiry and research across curricula and genres in the middle grades. Texas Council of Teachers of English and Language Arts, Austin, TX.

Assaf, L. C., Lee, K., Jacobs, J., Gainer, J. S. & Kinard, T. (April, 2010). A Continuum of critical consciousness: Complexities of a professional book club with teacher educators. American Educational Research Association World Convention, Denver, CO.

Assaf, L. C., Johnson, J. & Killion, J. (2009). Using mentor texts and cultural resources to support adolescent English learners’ writing development. National Council of Teachers of English Annual Conference, Philadelphia, PA.

Assaf, L. C. (2009). Mediating academic language and literacy for secondary English language learners. 59th Annual National Reading Conference, Albuquerque, NM.

Patterson, L., Wickerson, C., & Assaf, L. C. (2009). Culturally mediated writing instruction: An ethnographic study of English learners. Ethnography and Education, University of Pennsylvania, PA. 

Assaf, L. C., Keonghee, T. H., & King, D. (2008, December). A study group facilitator: Critical discussions about race, gender, and literacy research. 58th Annual National Reading Conference, Orlando, FL.
Assaf, L. C. (2008, December). Educational inequities: Two teachers’ knowledge about reading instruction in this high-stakes era. A paper presented the 58th Annual National Reading Conference, Orlando, FL.

Assaf, L. C., Edwards, L. & Sakil, M. (2008, July). Supporting teacher change through action research: A study of Pakistanian teacher educators. A paper presented the International Reading Association World Congress, San José, Costa Rica.

Assaf, L. C., Edwards, W. & Sakil, M. (2008, May). Accountability systems in Pakistan government school programs. A paper presented the 53rd Annual International Reading Association World Convention, Atlanta, GA.

Assaf, L. C. & Mickish, J. (2008, May). Waking up our social responsibility: Preservice teachers and high school students collaborate on issues worth fighting for. A paper presented the 53rdAnnual International Reading Association World Convention, Atlanta, GA.

Assaf, L. C. & Battle, J. (2008, April). Perceptions, realities and possibilities:  Competing ideologies of preservice, inservice and university educators of culturally and linguistically diverse students. A paper presented the American Educational Research Association World Convention, New York, NY.
Assaf, L. C., Adonyi, A., Meritt, J., & Philips, N. (2007, November). Reflecting on the process: Teacher researchers examining non-traditional forms of literacy instruction. National Council of Teachers of English Annual Convention, New York, NY.
Ash, G., & Assaf, L. C. (2007 December). Literacy definitions of JLR reviewers and NRC members: Have they changed over a decade? A paper presented the 57th National Reading Conference, Austin, TX.

Assaf, L.C., Keonghee, T. H., & King, D. (2007, December). Study group facilitators: Facilitating discussions about race. A study group at the 57th National Reading Conference, Austin, TX.
Assaf, L. C. (2007, December) Literacy policies and practices of Pakistan. A paper presented at the 57th Annual National Reading Conference, Austin, TX.
Assaf, L. C., & Dooley, C. (2006, December). Critical discussions about race, gender, and literacy research. A study group at the 56th National Reading Conference, Los Angeles.

Assaf, L. C. (2006, May). Getting serious with series books and ELLs. A paper presented at the 51st Annual International Reading Association World Convention, Chicago, IL.

Assaf, L. C. (May, 2006). High Stakes assessment: Responses from reading specialists. An invited guest speaker at the 51st Annual International Reading Association World Convention, Chicago, IL. 
Assaf, L. C. (2005 December). Negotiating testing in an urban school: The story of one reading specialist. 55th National Reading Conference, Miami, FL.
Assaf, L. C. & Dooley, C. (2005 December). Tensions in a multicultural graduate literacy course. A paper presented at the 55th National Reading Conference, Miami, FL.
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a. Works “submitted” or “under review”
Concha, S., Espinosa Aguirre, M.J. & Assaf, L.C. (under review) Writing instruction in Chile: The complexity of teachers’ beliefs and practices and how they (mis)align with the curriculum. Submitted to Reading and Writing. 

b. Works “in progress”
Assaf, L.C, Rodriguez, Y & Justice, S. (in progress). Computational Thinking and The Writing Workshop. (will submit to The Reading Teacher).

Assaf, L.C. (in progress). Foundation Teachers and Vocabulary Instruction: Case Studies of Three South African Primary Grade Teachers (To Be Submitted to The Reading Teacher).
Assaf, L.C. (in progress) South African teachers learning to become writers and leaders. (to be submitted to Teacher Development).
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Justice, S., Forsythe, M.S., Assaf, L.C. & Perez de Miles, A. (2025-2028) Expressive STEM Centers in Central Texas: A Research Collective Learning to Empower Community Imagination and Creative Confidence. Grant proposal submitted to National Science Foundation, NSF 24-601 Advancing Informal STEM Learning. $1,894,664.

Justice, S. & Assaf, L.C. (2020-2024) EPK-2: Exploring PK-2 Teachers’ Abilities to Identify CT Precursors and Implement Learning Activities that Strengthen Computer Science in Early Childhood Classrooms. Grant proposal submitted to National Science Foundation, Discovery Research K-12 (DRK-12). $465,000.00.
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Stephens, L. & Assaf, L.C. (2020). National Writing Project and Panda Community Writing Initiative. Serving as mentor and Co-Director of Project ($15,000).

Concha, S., Espinosa Aguirre, M.J. & Assaf, L.C. (2017) (Co-PI). Creencias, prácticas y factores contextuales que inciden en la enseñanza de la escritura: datos para informar la política educativa nacional. Ministry of Education, Chile ($5,000 CLP).
Assaf, L.C. (PI), Hooper, R. (CO-PI), Stephens, L. (CO-PI) (2016). College Ready Writers Program Advanced Institute (G). Department of Education through National Writing Project. Primary Investigator ($20,000).

Stephens, L. & Assaf, L.C. (PI) (2016) Write for Texas (G) Provided by Texas Education Agency. Primary Investigator ($100,000.00) Year 2.

Assaf, L.C. (PI)(2015) Write for Texas (G) Provided by Texas Education Agency. Primary Investigator ($100,000.00).
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Assaf, L. C. (PI) (2012). Supporting Effective Educator Development (SEED) Leadership Award (G) provided by the U.S. Department of Education to the NWP (2012-2013). Central Texas Writing Project Continuing Grant: Primary Investigator ($20,000.00).
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Assaf, L. C. (PI)(2006). CREATE Teacher Education Research Grant: Common Ground (G): Primary Investigator, ($4,000.00).
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Justice, S., Smith, S., & Assaf, L.C. (2018). CoDe(CT): Codesigning Computational Thinking with PK-2 Teachers to Explore Professional Learning Approaches that Connect Emergent CT Learning Activities to National Benchmarks. Grant proposal submitted to National Science Foundation, Discovery Research K-12 (DRK-12) $465,000.00
Assaf, L.C. (PI), Murillo Benjumea, L. (Co-PI), Concha, S. (Co-PI), Espinosa Aguirre, M.J. (Co-PI) (2018). Affirming Identities and Supporting Second Language Learning Through Literacy: Preparing Chilean Teachers to Responsively Instruct Haitian Migrant Students. Concept Paper submitted to Clinton Foundation waiting for response.
Concha, S. (PI) & Assaf, L.C.(CO-PI) (2016) Fondo de Investigación y Desarrollo en Educación. Creencias, prácticas y factores contextuales que inciden en la enseñanza de la escritura: datos para informar la política educativa nacional. $43,000.

Ciullo, S. (PI) Graham, S. (CO-PI), Rodriguez, G. (CO-PI), Poole, K. (CO-PI), Wallace, D. (CO-PI). Collins, A. (CO-PI), Price, L. (CO-PI),, & Assaf, L (CO-PI), (2015). The Writing Improvement Network (Project WIN): A Researcher- Practitioner Partnership to Improve Writing in Low-Performing Central Texas Elementary Schools (G). Submitted to the Institute of Education Sciences, CFDA # 84.305H (Proposed Funding $400,000 not funded). Co-Investigator.

Assaf, L.C. (PI)(2015). The New Teacher Induction and Retention (G). Braitmayer Foundation. 
Assaf, L.C. (PI) (2015). A Needs Assessment of Community Members Needs and Hopes for Chintsa East Community Computer Hub (G). American Educational Research Association ERSP Proposal. 
Assaf, L. C. (PI) (2011). Shared Goals-International Visions: Developing Global Competencies, Standards, and Outcomes for Future Teachers of Texas (G). Longview Foundation Grant- Teacher Education and Internationalization

Assaf, L. C. (PI) (2011). Layering Language, Literacy, and Learning for Adolescent English Language Learners: Inquiry-Based Academic Writing (G). National Writing Project Mini Grant. (Not funding any grants because of changes in federal funding).

Assaf, L. C. (PI) (2011). Layering Language, Literacy, and Learning for Adolescent English Language Learners: Inquiry-Based Academic Writing (G). National Education Association (NEA) Foundational Grant.

Assaf, L. C. (PI) & Ash, G. (CO-PI) (2009). Developing Inquiry and Research Across Curricula and Genres in the Middle Grades: A Formative Experiment (G). Higher Educational Collaborate, ($10,000).
Assaf, L. C. (PI) & Ash, G. (CO-PI) (2006). Reciprocal Reading Plus. Elva Knight Reading Research Grant (G). ($11,000.00).

Assaf, L. C. (PI) (2007). National Writing Project Mini Grant for Teacher Research on Diversity, Equity, and Writing Instruction (G), ($4,000.00).

Ash, G.,(PI) & Assaf, L. C. (CO-PI) (2004). Reciprocal Reading Plus (G). Department of Education Teacher Quality Grant, ($1, 000,000.00).

INTERNAL FUNDED GRANTS

Justice, S.B. & Assaf, L.C. (2024-2025). EPK-2 Exploring PK-2 Teachers’ Ability to Identify CT Precursors and Implement Learning Activities that Strengthen Computer Science in Early Childhood Classrooms. Funded by STEM-For-All Partnership within the LBJ Institute for STEM Education and Research ($10,000).
Justice, S.B. & Assaf, L.C. (2023-2024). EPK-2 Exploring PK-2 Teachers’ Ability to Identify CT Precursors and Implement Learning Activities that Strengthen Computer Science in Early Childhood Classrooms. Funded by STEM-For-All Partnership within the LBJ Institute for STEM Education and Research ($50,000).
Assaf, L.C. (2020). Wilson Latin American Research Grant, Texas State University ($2,000).
Assaf, L.C. (2019). International Research Advancement Grant, Texas State University ($14,000)
Assaf, L.C. (2019). Developmental Leave Supplemental Leave Grant. Texas State University. ($45,000)

Pimentel, C. (PI) & Assaf, L. C. (CO-PI) (2016). Screening of film A Documentary and Discussion on Who has the Right to be an American Citizen with guest film makers. Texas State University Equity and Assess Grant ($1,000).

Assaf, L.C. (PI) (2015). College of Education Faculty Pilot Research Grant (G). Writing instruction in Chile: Creating a national survey. ($5,910).
Pimentel, C. (PI) & Assaf, L. C. (CO-PI) (2013). Screening of film Stolen Education followed by Q &A with producer Dr. Enrique Alemán. Texas State University Equity and Assess Grant ($1,000).

Assaf, L. C. (PI) (2012). South African Writing Teachers’ Generative Change. Texas State University Research Enhancement Program Grant, ($8,000)

Assaf, L. C. (PI) (2012).  Developmental Leave. Texas State University- San Marcos ($35,000)

Assaf, L. C. (PI) (2012). Texas State University Lecture Grant: Acceptance May ($1,000)

Assaf, L. C. (PI) (2011). Texas State University Lecture Grant: Acceptance May ($1,000)

Assaf, L. C. (PI)(2009). Texas State University Lecture Grant: Acceptance May ($800)

Assaf, L. C., (PI) (2006). Texas State University Library Grant: Acceptance February, ($300)

Assaf, L. C. (PI)(2004). Bilingual Students’ Use of Series Books. Texas State University Research Enhancement Grant, ($7,000)

INTERNAL GRANTS NOT FUNDED

Assaf, L. C. (PI) (2011). Texas State University Developmental Leave Supplemental Grant Award.

Assaf, L. C., (PI) (2005). Texas State University Student Computing Resources, ($12,000.00)
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Fulbright Specialist Award: Institute of International Education- CIES (2023). Haiphong University of Management and Technology, Vietnam.
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